
FONDEMOS’ VIEW:
A nationwide internet shutdown was also
reported, echoing practices observed in
previous elections and raising concerns about
transparency.

environment, marked by the absence, boycott or
marginalisation of key opposition figures and
restrictions on political freedoms. The continued
detention of former presidential candidates
Jean-Marie Michel Mokoko and André Okombi
Salissa, arrested in 2016-2017 and sentenced to 20
years’ imprisonment despite serious concerns
over the fairness of their trials, further illustrates
these constraints. 

As Reuters noted, the "lack of suspense over the
outcome” of the election reflected a broader
system characterised by a high concentration of
power and limited prospects for alternation.

On polling day, turnout appeared modest,
particularly in Brazzaville, suggesting not only
scepticism but a deeper erosion of belief in
political change, whether through elections or
public mobilisation. In contexts where both
institutional and street-based avenues seem
closed, the absence of mobilisation becomes as
telling as protest itself.

© Daniel Beloumou Olomo / AFP — Voter at a polling station in Brazzaville, March 15, 2026.

ELECTIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO.

Is an election democratic if its outcome is
known in advance ?

The question frames the March 2026 presidential
election in the Republic of the Congo, where Denis
Sassou Nguesso, aged 82 and in power for over
four decades, has secured a fifth term with a
respectable 94.82% of the vote, according to results
announced on national television.

The campaign unfolded in a constrained political

In this context, the stakes extend
beyond a widely anticipated result. The
issue is less whether an election was
held than whether it offers a credible
framework for choice. 

Restoring the conditions for meaningful
political competition requires not only
transparency, observer access and verifiable
results, but also the gradual re-emergence of
civic engagement, a process that depends on
rebuilding both awareness and confidence in
the possibility of change.


	ELECTIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO.
	FONDEMOS’ VIEW:
	environment, marked by the absence, boycott or marginalisation of key opposition figures and restrictions on political freedoms. The continued detention of former presidential candidates Jean-Marie Michel Mokoko and André Okombi Salissa, arrested in 2016-2017 and sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment despite serious concerns over the fairness of their trials, further illustrates these constraints.
	As Reuters noted, the "lack of suspense over the outcome” of the election reflected a broader system characterised by a high concentration of power and limited prospects for alternation.
	On polling day, turnout appeared modest, particularly in Brazzaville, suggesting not only scepticism but a deeper erosion of belief in political change, whether through elections or public mobilisation. In contexts where both institutional and street-based avenues seem closed, the absence of mobilisation becomes as telling as protest itself.
	A nationwide internet shutdown was also reported, echoing practices observed in previous elections and raising concerns about transparency.
	In this context, the stakes extend beyond a widely anticipated result. The issue is less whether an election was held than whether it offers a credible framework for choice.
	Is an election democratic if its outcome is known in advance ?
	Restoring the conditions for meaningful political competition requires not only transparency, observer access and verifiable results, but also the gradual re-emergence of civic engagement, a process that depends on rebuilding both awareness and confidence in the possibility of change.
	The question frames the March 2026 presidential election in the Republic of the Congo, where Denis Sassou Nguesso, aged 82 and in power for over four decades, has secured a fifth term with a respectable 94.82% of the vote, according to results announced on national television.
	The campaign unfolded in a constrained political



	ÉLECTIONS EN RÉPUBLIQUE DU CONGO.
	REGARD DE FONDEMOS:
	La campagne s’est déroulée dans un environnement politique contraint, marqué par l’absence, le boycott ou la marginalisation de figures majeures de l’opposition, ainsi que par des restrictions des libertés politiques. La détention prolongée des anciens candidats à la présidentielle Jean-Marie Michel Mokoko et André Okombi Salissa, arrêtés en 2016-2017 et condamnés à vingt ans d’emprisonnement malgré de sérieuses préoccupations quant à l’équité de leurs procès, illustre davantage ces contraintes.
	Comme l’a relevé Reuters, « l’absence de suspense quant à l’issue » du scrutin reflétait un système plus large caractérisé par une forte concentration du pouvoir et des perspectives limitées d’alternance.
	Le jour du vote, la participation est apparue modeste, notamment à Brazzaville, suggérant non seulement un certain scepticisme, mais aussi une érosion plus profonde de la croyance dans la possibilité d’un changement politique, que ce soit par les urnes ou par la mobilisation publique. Dans des contextes où les voies institutionnelles comme celles de la rue semblent fermées, l’absence de
	mobilisation devient aussi révélatrice que la contestation elle-même. Une coupure d’internet nationale a également été signalée, rappelant des pratiques observées lors de précédentes élections et soulevant des préoccupations quant à la transparence.
	Dans ce contexte, les enjeux dépassent un résultat largement anticipé. La question n’est pas tant de savoir si une élection a eu lieu que de déterminer si elle offre un cadre crédible de choix.
	Une élection est-elle démocratique lorsque son issue est connue d’avance ?
	Le rétablissement des conditions d’une compétition politique véritable suppose non seulement la transparence, l’accès des observateurs et des résultats vérifiables, mais aussi la réémergence progressive de l’engagement civique; un processus qui dépend du rétablissement à la fois de la conscience citoyenne et de la confiance dans la possibilité du changement.
	La question se pose à propos de l’élection présidentielle de mars 2026 en République du Congo, où Denis Sassou Nguesso, âgé de 82 ans et au pouvoir depuis plus de quatre décennies, a obtenu un cinquième mandat avec un score respectable de 94,82 % des voix, selon les résultats annoncés à la télévision nationale.




